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INTRODUCTION TO CERTIFICATION

Certification
Certification, as defined by the American Board of Specialty Nursing Certification (ABSNC), is the formal

recognition of the specialized knowledge, skills, and experience demonstrated by the achievement of standards
identified by a nursing specialty to promote optimal health outcomes.

Purposes of Certification
e Demonstrates commitment to accountability to the public for safe nursing practice.
e Enhances quality patient care.

e Identifies registered nurses who have demonstrated professional achievement in providing
perioperative nursing care.

e Provides employing agencies with a means of identifying the professional achievement of an individual
practitioner.

e Provides personal satisfaction for practitioners.

Objectives of Certification
e Recognize the individual registered nurse who is proficient in practice.

e Strengthen the use of evidence-based theory in assessing, planning, implementing, and evaluating
nursing care.

e Enhance professional growth through continued learning that results in broader knowledge and
expanded skills and practice.

Rationale

CNOR® certification documents the validation of the professional achievement of identified standards of
practice by an individual registered nurse who provides nursing care for the patient during the perioperative
period, defined as pre-, intra-, and postoperative. This recognition program acknowledges the professional
achievement demonstrated by an individual nurse’s performance that exceeds what is required for competent
practice in the perioperative setting.

Updated 01/2024, Copyright © 2024, CCI® Competency & Credentialing Institute | CNOR® Handbook | 1



CNOR® CREDENTIAL BACKGROUND

The CNOR?® certification exam requires the following:

e Having a thorough and sound foundation of the knowledge and skills required for competent clinical
practice (see CNOR® Exam Subject Areas below). Knowledge can be obtained through work experiences,
independent learning, and formal educational programs. The CNOR® exam is based on what a registered
nurse (RN) with two years and 2,400 hours of practice in the perioperative setting is expected to know.
The exam assesses a combination of experiential and cognitive knowledge to form the foundation of
competent clinical practice.

e Understanding of the test-taking process. The exam is composed of 200 multiple-choice questions, of
which 185 are scored. Becoming familiar with the format of multiple-choice questions is important.
Ultimately, your competency is demonstrated by successfully having and applying knowledge in the
perioperative environment.

Exam Development

CCl periodically conducts test development activities to develop and maintain the CNOR® exam consistent with
accreditation standards. A complete list of test development committees is presented in CCl’s test development
process document. Key among these is the Job Analysis study. This is designed to capture the current knowledge
and skill set required of perioperative nurses with 2 years and 2,400 hours of experience. Test development
work is done in collaboration with CNOR®-certified subject matter experts and our testing partner, PSI. Task and
knowledge statements are developed using the results of the job analysis and constitute the blueprint for the
CNOR® exam (see the complete list of CNOR® task and knowledge statements). It is recognized that the task and
knowledge statements may not reflect all specific tasks performed by an individual functioning in this role,
especially in niche or highly specialized environments. Details regarding exam development can be found in CCl’s
test development process document.

Cultural bias occurs in testing materials when test items assess knowledge or experiences specific to a certain
culture. To address the issue of cultural bias, all questions on the CNOR® exam are screened for cultural bias by a
diverse panel of nurses holding the CNOR® credential. This review is conducted under the supervision of test
development experts from our testing partner.

Credential Accreditation

CNOR® is accredited by the National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA) and the American Board for
Specialty Nursing Certification (ABSNC).
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CNOR® CREDENTIAL OVERVIEW

CNOR® is not an acronym in that the letters do not represent specific words or a title. To earn the CNOR®
credential, applicants must meet all eligibility requirements at the time of application and pass the certification

exam.

Eligibility Requirements

There are no waivers for eligibility requirements.

e Hold a current, unrestricted RN license in the state or country where current practice occurs.

e  Currently be working full- or part-time in perioperative nursing, including nursing education,

administration, research, or clinical practice.

e Have a minimum of 2 years and 2,400 hours of experience as a perioperative registered nurse (RN). A
minimum of 50% (1,200 hours) of those hours must be in the intraoperative setting.

e If you have earned your CFPN®, CST, TS-C, or hold the military equivalent, a minimum of 18 months and
2,400 hours of experience as a perioperative registered nurse is required.

Subject Areas on the Exam

The CNOR® exam is comprised of the following subjects. For a complete list of the task and knowledge
statements for the CNOR® exam, see our CNOR® Task and Knowledge Statements.

CNOR® Exam Subject Area

1. Pre/postoperative Patient Assessment and Diagnosis

2. Individualized Plan of Care Development and Expected

Outcome ldentification

3. Management of Intraoperative Activities

a. Patient Care and Safety

b. Management of Personnel, Services and
Materials

4, Communication and Documentation

5. Infection Prevention and Control of Environment,
Instrumentation and Supplies

6. Emergency Situations
7. Professional Accountabilities

Total

Percent of Exam Number of Questions

15% 28
8% 15
25% 46
9% 17
11% 20
16% 30
10% 19
6% 10
100% 185
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APPLYING FOR THE CNOR® CREDENTIAL

How to Apply

Applicants may apply for the CNOR® exam by creating an account or logging into their existing account. The
following information is required to complete the online application. The application will take approximately 15
minutes.

e Personal contact information: address, home and work phone numbers, and email

e Make sure you are using an email that you plan to use long-term, and will allow you to receive
communications from CCl. Your email will also be your login ID.

e Use your legal name as it appears on your original, valid (unexpired), government-issued photo ID
bearing a signature.

e RN license expiration date and number, state(s) licensed to practice.

e Perioperative work history: past 2 years, date began working in the OR, current position, and current
practice area.

e Employer contact information: facility name, address, and phone number
e Supervisor contact information: name, address, email, phone number

e Payment information

Certification Fees

Applications cannot be processed without payment. All fees and/or outstanding debts to CCl must be paid in
full. All required fees are non-refundable.

CNOR® Certification Fee Price
CNOR® Exam Application Fee $445
CNOR® Take 2 Exam Application Fee $495

*There is a 540 discount available for those who hold an active CCl credential outside of CNOR®. Discounts
cannot be combined and only one discount can be utilized per transaction.

If you are an applicant who has been the recipient of a Daisy Award, there is a $40 discount available. Applicant
must provide a copy of their official Award letter in order to receive this discount.

Verification of Application Information

Information on applications may be verified. A percentage of certification applications are randomly selected for

audit. If there is any reason to believe that any applicant has not met eligibility requirements, or if an outside
party informs CCI that an individual has not met certain requirements, the application may be flagged for audit.
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The Credentialing Department will contact the individual by email to obtain documentation to substantiate the
information in question. Information may be verified by telephone, email, and/or letter by the Credentialing
Department. All information gained through verification procedures will be confidential, except when the law

demands the disclosure of facts. Under no circumstances will the reporting party be disclosed. Verification may
include but is not limited to the following information:

e A current manager, supervisor, or HR must complete an employee verification form.

e Verification of applicant’s RN license through NURSYS.

e Verification of professional nursing history through contact with past employers if needed.

The applicant is responsible for submitting items requested through the audit process. Should any information
on the application be found false, the applicant will be notified and declared ineligible to continue in the
certification process. Delayed submission of documents and/or submitting incomplete documentation may

result in a shortened testing window. An email will be sent to the applicant detailing the audit results after
reviewing the documents.
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INDIVIDUAL TAKE 2

CNOR® Take 2 Program

The CNOR® Take 2 program allows a CNOR®-eligible nurse to take the CNOR® exam twice within a 12-month
period from the date of application submission if the first attempt is unsuccessful. Participants who pass the
CNOR® Exam on the first attempt will not receive another exam attempt. The second attempt cannot be
transferred to another person and is non-refundable. CCl may amend the Take 2 program at any time with or
without notice.

Application
Window

Submit your 1st exam
application to start
your 12-month term

12-Months to complete both exam attempts

You must submit your
2nd exam application
by month 9 of your 12-
month term.

Eligible Individuals for the CNOR® Take 2 Program

Perioperative nurses who meet CNOR® eligibility requirements at the time of application may participate in the
program.

First CNOR® Exam Attempt

You may submit your Individual Take 2 application at any time. Once you submit your application, your 12-
month period begins.

If You Do Not Pass the First Exam Attempt

You may register to take the second exam after your initial 3-month window closes. You will apply for the exam
as before; however, payment will not be required. You must apply for your second exam attempt no later than 9
months after your initial application submission date. Failure to register and schedule a second exam attempt
within the allotted timeframe will result in forfeiture of the second attempt.

Transfer Exam Window

You are allowed to transfer your initial exam window only. A transfer requires a $75 fee. For more information,
please refer to the “Withdrawing, Canceling, Rescheduling or Transferring Your Exam” section in this handbook.
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Withdrawal from Exam Window

Individual Take 2 participants can withdraw only if they are in their first exam window attempt. Withdrawals will
not be granted during the second take. Participants must sit for the second attempt or forfeit all fees.

Extended Term

Extensions to the original 12-month term will not be granted and an applicant must complete both takes or
forfeit any unused exam attempts.
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FACILITY TAKE 2 PROGRAM

The CNOR® Exam Take 2 Facility Program is available to hospitals and health systems interested in bulk
purchasing exams for nursing staff.

Participants who pass the CNOR® Exam on the first attempt will not receive another exam attempt. The second
attempt cannot be transferred to another person and is non-refundable.

Facility Take 2 Fee

Facilities may register multiple nurses at a reduced rate. The fee for facilities that register a minimum of five (5)
CNOR®-eligible nurses is $445 per participant. All participants must be employed at the same facility. Payment
must be made in a single transaction by facility check or credit card; individuals may not make a payment on
behalf of the facility.

Interested in Facility Take 2 Program
If you are a facility registering five or more CNOR®-eligible nurses, download our CNOR® Exam Take 2 Facility

Order Form, which includes complete details on the Terms and Conditions of the CNOR® Exam Take 2 Facility
program.

If you are a facility adding Participants to your original term, download the CNOR® Exam Take 2 Facility
Participant Addendum located at the end of the order form.

CCl may amend the CNOR® Facility Take 2 program at any time with or without notice.

Apply for First Exam Attempt

A Facility Take 2 term will commence as determined by the date CCl approves the CNOR® Exam Take 2 Facility
Order Form and notifies the Administrator via e-mail. If the approval is between the first (1st) and fifteenth
(15th) of the month, the Term will begin on the first (1st) of the calendar month of order approval. If the
approval is between the sixteenth (16th) and the end of the month, the Term will begin on the first (1st) of the
following month.

To receive two attempts within the application, participants must apply for their first exam no later than month
5 of the term and their second attempt no later than month 9.

A facility may add participants to its original term until the end of month 5. The original term will not be
extended or modified for new participants. A CNOR® Exam Take 2 Facility Participant Addendum is required.
Substitutions may be granted on a case-by-case basis at CCl’s sole discretion.

1st exam application Application
deadline is the Window
5th month of
contract start date
Month

2nd exam application
deadline is the
9th month of
contract start date
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CNOR® EXAM

The CNOR® exam consists of 200 multiple-choice questions. Of the 200 questions, 185 are used to calculate your
test score. The remaining 15 questions serve as pre-test questions and do not affect your score. Pre-test
guestions are dispersed throughout the exam and cannot be identified by an examinee.

The CNOR® exam is a timed test and must be completed in 3 hours and 45 minutes. The computer hosting the
exam will keep the official time.

The computerized format of the exam requires basic computer experience. If you elect to take your exam with
the Remote Secure Proctored Exam option, you must do a system check of your computer prior to scheduling
the examination. An optional pre-exam tutorial will provide instructions on how to take the exam on the
computer. It will also provide examples on selecting answers and marking any questions you may want to return
to and review before finishing the exam. The time allotted for completing the tutorial is separate from the actual
exam time.

Recommended Study Time for CNOR® Exam

The recommended study period to prepare for the CNOR® certification exam is three months. Reviewing the
task and knowledge statements for each subject will aid in identifying areas of strengths and possible
weaknesses. The CNOR® Study Plan aligns these identified areas with materials to assist with each section. Use
experiences at work to gain additional knowledge and skills in unfamiliar areas. Using a variety of preparation
aids and frequent review have been found to increase comprehension and retention of information.

As a certification organization, CCl’s role is in developing and administering certification examinations to
determine the qualifications of applicants for certification. CCl does not require or endorse any specific study
guides, review products, and/or training courses. Applicants may prepare for certification examinations with any
educational materials they choose. The purchase of CCl review materials is not a requirement for testing, nor
does the use of any review materials imply successful performance on the certification examinations. CCl offers
various study resources for the certification examinations, including an on-demand prep course, practice exams,
and a study guide. No study resources are prerequisites for the certification examinations.

Reference Materials
Four primary references are recommended in preparing for the CNOR® exam:
e AORN. (current edition). Guidelines for perioperative practice. AORN.

e Phillips, N., & Hornacky, A. (Eds.). (2021). Berry and Kohn’s operating room technique (14th ed.).
Elsevier.

e Rothrock, J. C. (Ed.). (2023). Alexander’s care of the patient in surgery (17th ed.). Elsevier.

e Odom-Forren, J. (Ed.). (2024). Drain’s perianesthesia nursing: A critical care approach (8th ed.) Elsevier.
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Schedule Exam Appointment

The CNOR® exam is delivered at PSI testing centers and online as a Remote Secured Proctored Exam (RSPE).
Once the application and payment have been received, the option to schedule will be available in your CCl.
account and you will receive an Authorization to Test (ATT) email. This email contains important information on
your exam window, scheduling your exam, and PSI protocols; please read it carefully. You are responsible for
scheduling an appointment to take the exam. You are strongly encouraged to schedule your appointment as
soon as possible, as availability is on a first-come, first-served basis, and CCl cannot guarantee appointment
availability. PSI administers in-person exams by appointment only, Monday through Saturday, in test centers.
Appointment starting times may vary by location. You can search for a test center in your area here.

Online scheduling for remote proctored exams is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. To schedule online,
click the “PSI Exam Scheduling” button in your CCl account. This will direct you to PSI’s scheduling system.

If you are randomly selected for audit, the option to schedule will be available after submission and approval of
required documentation.

To schedule an examination by phone, please call PSI at 855-834-8752. Please note it may take up to 24 hours to
receive a response. Live operators are available at the following times:

Time Zone Monday-Friday Saturday-Sunday
Eastern 7:30am - 10:00pm 9:00am - 5:30pm
Central 6:30am - 9:00pm 8:00am - 4:30pm
Mountain 5:30am - 8:00pm 7:00am - 3:30pm
Pacific 4:30am - 7:00pm 6:00am - 2:30pm
CNOR® Exam is Offered

Applicants may take the exam Monday through Saturday, excluding holidays, year-round at a PSI testing center.
You may also take the CNOR® certification examination through Remote Secure Proctored Exam (RSPE) on your
personal computer. The use of RSPE allows more flexibility for the test taker to include appointments outside 24
hours a day, 7 days a week, based on availability.

Once your application has been approved, you have a 3-month window to schedule your test at either a PSI
testing center or via RSPE. An applicant’s 3-month testing window opens the month immediately following the
application submission, as illustrated below. It is the applicant’s responsibility to schedule an appointment and
ensure their appointment is completed before the end of their testing window.

| Application | Testing

Window Window

Applicants may test only once during any testing window.
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Application Testing Months Application Approved Testing Months

Approved
January February, March, April July August, September, October
February March, April, May August September, October, November
March April, May, June September October, November, December
April May, June, July October November, December, January
May June, July, August November December, January, February
June July, August, September December January, February, March

Failure to Schedule

If you fail to schedule an exam appointment in your 3-month testing window, your entire testing fee is forfeited.
Current eligibility criteria must be met to reapply, and the fee applicable at that time must be paid.

Tardiness or Missing Test Appointment

For testing center appointments, if you are more than 15 minutes late or miss your scheduled appointment
time, you will be considered absent and forfeit your eligibility and application fee for that exam window.

Applicants may log in for their exam up to 30 minutes prior to the scheduled start time but may not be
connected with a proctor until their exam time. If you do not start your exam within 15 minutes of your
scheduled appointment time, you will be considered absent and forfeit your eligibility and application fee for
that exam window.

Secondary Application and Testing

Subsequent exam applications cannot be submitted in the same exam window as an unsuccessful exam
attempt. You must wait for your 3-month testing window to expire before you can apply to retake the exam.
The full exam price must be paid for each testing attempt unless the applicant participates in the Take 2
Program (see “CNOR® Individual Take 2” that appears earlier in this handbook). A new application must be
submitted for each new exam attempt.

Due to CCI’'s commitment to quality and test security, there are multiple versions of the CNOR® Exam, and those
retaking the exam will not take the same exam as their first attempt.

Test Development Process

The Competency and Credentialing Institute (CCl) collaborates with our testing partner, PSI, in the test
development process. Development and maintenance of the certification examination is the product of a
scientifically rigorous process subject to accreditation agency oversight and approval. Additional information on
the CCl test development can be found in our Test Development Process Guide.

Scoring Methodology
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For the CNOR® certification exam, there is one reported pass/fail decision score. Scores are determined by
converting the number of questions answered correctly to a scaled score that ranges from 200 to 800. You need
a total scaled score of at least 620 to pass this examination. Applicants should answer all questions on the exam,
as any question not answered may count against the final score.

A scaled score is neither the number of questions you answered correctly nor the percentage of questions you
answered correctly. A scaled score is transformed from the raw test score (the number of test questions
answered correctly). A scaled score allows for consistent scoring across multiple forms of the exam.

CNOR® Exam Results

You will be shown a pass or fail notification immediately after you complete the exam. If you pass the CNOR®
exam, your score report will not include a detailed break down and the passing score will not be revealed. A
more detailed score report will be e-mailed to you by PSI within 24 hours of exam failure. Scores will not be
reported if the c